
William Henry Humphreys 

Born 1859 in Hartlepool.   

Died in a nursing home in York in 1934. 

Originally a Commercial Clerk who then qualified 

as a Civil Engineer working with the Hartlepool Gas 

and Water Board for 20 years before moving to 

York in 1898 where he was a Waterworks 

Manager. 

His forbears were interesting people with his 

grandfather being the Master (Thomas) Humphreys 

of Barnard Castle who was a watch and clock 

maker. He was the inspiration for a number of 

stories in Charles Dickens books and it is noted 

that Dickens would stop and check his watch by the 

Humphreys clock in the shop window when he was 

staying in Barnard Castle collecting material for 

Nicholas Nickleby. William’s father followed him 

into the business and later moved to ‘Old’ Hartlepool where there is evidence of a 

winding up sale which is to be found in the Museum of Hartlepool. 

William had a varied playing career initially captaining West Hartlepool’s second XV 

the Wanderers in 1881 before becoming the Captain of the Ist XV in 1884 – 85 

His refereeing career was interesting - between January and April 1893 he refereed 

the County Final between Yorkshire and Middlesex with the President of the RFU 

running one touch and   the Yorkshire President running the other touch. He was 

also invited to referee the Yorkshire Cup Final between Halifax and Batley. His two 

international matches of that year were Scotland v Wales (4/2/1893) and Wales v 

Ireland. It appears that he went down well with the Welsh who were the only 

international team using four threequarters at that time when the norm was to field 

nine forwards in the scrum and three threequarters. This does not appear to have 

fazed William and Wales won both matches. The victory over Ireland at Llanelli 

brought the Principality its first Triple Crown. 

There is information in a copy of The Hartlepool Mail that in 1893 he was involved in 

setting up of a joint Durham/Northumberland Referees Society. The meeting was 

held in Sunderland and Mr Cail of Northumberland who was also the President of the 

RFU was present with William and C W Mountford representing Durham whilst  H 

Welford and J Thompson represented Northumberland.  Mr H Boddy of Hartlepool 

was elected Secretary.  In January 1894 he became County Secretary after Arthur 

Hill from Hartlepool Rovers who may have resigned on principle.  (Will Oakes also 

resigned as Senior Vice President).  He was serving as secretary when the great 

schism of 1895 and the Northern Union was formed.  



One of his last games for Durham Society may have been a game in which the 

Barbarians played in South Shields in 1898 where it is reported that he was hooted 

on the field and mobbed at the end. 

The photos of William show him leaning on a wall ‘posed insouciance’. Others his 

signature and amendments for the posters of 1896 rules and 1897 poster used by 

the County to support referees. 

The third photo indicates that referees were allowed to charge 3rd Class rail fare for 

their expenses and that the Referees headquarters were in Sunderland. Interesting 

to note that on the formation of a separate Durham Society in 1895 that it was 

agreed that in addition to being able to claim 3rd class rail fare and 2/6d for a hotel 

other expenses in addition were to be allowed. 

Information on international games refereed 

Wales vs Scotland 4 Feb 1893 

Firstly, the Ref was originally down as W H Vassall, but Mr Humphreys took the 

game. Touch judges D Morton, President, Scottish Union, W Wilkins Treasurer 

Welsh Union 

Score Wales won 1p 3 tries (9ts) to 0   

The teams. 

 Scotland A W Cameron Watsonians, J J Gowans, Cambridge Univ, G McGregor 

London Scottish, D D Robertson Cambridge Univ, W Wotherspoon West, R C Greig 

Glasgow  Acc, J N Millar West, G T Nellson West, T L Hendry Clydesdale, H F 

Menzies West, H O Leggatt Watsonians, A Dalgleish Gala, W R Gibson R H S, W B 

Cownie West 

Wales A J Bancroft Swansea, N Biggs Cardiff, Bert Gould Newport, A J Gould, 

McCutcheon Oldham, F C Parfitt Newport, P Phillips Newport, Hannen Newport, 

Graham Newport, A F Hill Cardiff & Captain, Watts Newport, Day Newport, C B 

Nichol Cambridge Univ, F Mills Swansea, Boucher Newport 

 

Wales vs Ireland 11th March 1893 

Wales 2 – 0 Ireland 

Date: 11 March, 1893 

Venue: Stradey Park 

Competition: Home Nations 

Att: 20,000 

One of the most significant and famous days in Welsh rugby history, with this win 

Wales own the Triple Crown and the Home Nations title for the first time. A try by 

Bert Gould, partnering his brother Arthur in the centre, scored the only points of the 

game with a try. Wales triumphed using the four three-quarter system, a move that 

was copied by the rest of the world in the not too distant future. 



Wales: Billy Bancroft; Norman Biggs, Arthur Gould (captain), Bert Gould, Billy 

McCutcheon; Percy Phillips, Fred Parfitt; Frank Mills, Charles Nicholl, Tom Graham, 

Frank Hill, Jim Hannan, David Samuel, Arthur Boucher, Wallace Watts 

Scorer: Try: GH Gould 

Ireland: William Sparrow; Rob Dunlop, Sam Lee (captain), William Gardiner; Walter 

Brown, Fred Davies; Bryan O’Brien, Rob Johnston, Herbert Forrest, Arthur Wallis, 

Harry Lindsay, Rob Hamilton, Coo Clinch, Rob Stevenson, Charles Rooke 

Referee: WH Humphreys (England) 

 

 



 





 

 


